NORTH THAMES
REGION
NEWSLETTER

The Film & Video Institute

The One-Minute
Competition was won
by Laurie Calvert and
his two sons, Jon and
Laurie with their film
‘I Am Lightning’.
Jon and Laurie jnr are
keen to pursue
filmmaking as their
hobby. As Laurie snr
says, he does not push
them into it. They do
it because they like it
and they come to the
North Thames Regional
final because they
enjoy seeing what
others are producing

Results of the main
competition inside

Don’t forget the Gillham and Manasseh Competitions on
21 February at Northaw Village Hall See pages 9 and 10
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CHAIRMAN'S CHAT
For those of you who did not come to the North Thames
Annual Competition and AGM, you will be surprised to
learn that I am still Chairman. It seems that no one else
wanted the job. As the North Thames Region has the task
of hosting BIAFF this April in Bedford, I can quite
understand it!!
For those who have not attended a British International Amateur Film Festival,
may I suggest that a visit to the Bedford event would be worthwhile experience. It
is always fascinating to see the films being made across this country and by those
across the world and this is your opportunity to do so. The Saturday is taken up
with a number of mini cinemas showing as many competition entries as possible.
The Sunday is the Award Winners show. So if you want to choose what you
watch Saturday would be best for you, but if you want to see the crème de la
crème come to Sunday. Even better, come for the weekend and meet lots of
other filmmakers. I hope to see you there.
Although there is lots about the NTR Competition and AGM in this magazine, I
would just like to say how well the hall lent itself to a film show and how nice it
was to meet members who perhaps don’t normally attend because of the distance
to Hatfield. Congratulations to all those who entered the competition, all the films
made the day very entertaining. I was also grateful for the constructive
suggestions made by members. It is easy for us to forget that not everyone
knows who we are and it would be helpful if we wore badges and stood up when
being nominated for a post. The Committee will be considering all the
suggestions made at the AGM.
The next North Thames event is the Gillham and Manassah Competitions to be
held at Northaw Hall on Sunday 21 February (see details on page 9). It is
guaranteed to have a great selection of films from last year’s Triangle Competition
so do come and join us.
Brenda

President Christine Collins FACI
Chairman: Brenda Granshaw
8 The Green Walk
Chingford E4 7ER
brendagranshaw@thekeys.plus.com Tel 020 8529 6196
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Secretary: Roy Claisse FACI
4 Purlieu Way
Theydon Bois Epping
Essex CM16 7ED
Tel 01992 81 2520

Newsletter Editor:
Eric Granshaw CBE FACI
ericgranshaw@thekeys.plus.com
Tel 020 8529 6196

Annual Competition Results

First Prize
John Astin won the
North Thames Regional
Trophy with his film ‘The
Town at the End of
America’. He also
collected prize money of
£50.

Second Prize
Graham Large won the
Ganderson Trophy - with
‘Furnace Road’. This film
also won the Kenneth
Seeger Trophy for the best
editing

Third Prize
Christine
Collins won
the Kodak
Trophy and
also the Leslie
Germany
Trophy for the
best use of
sound with ‘Red Flag Day’.
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Other Awards
Very Highly commended
A Flying Visit

Brenda Granshaw

Highly commended
Kruger Experience
The Other Side of Venice
Commended

John Astin
Ian Brown

Panto Dame

Darrin Reeves

THE

JUDGES WROTE A CRITIQUE FOR EACH FILM MAKER AND
MADE THE FOLLOWING OBSERVATIONS ON THE COMPETITION

The entries in this competition showed us a wide variety of
subject matter and styles with a varying degree of ability and
expertise.
With a few exceptions we had a marked impression that these
films could have been lifted to another dimensional of excellence
if more attention to detail had been observed to give greater
production values.
Forgetting the technological side, it is the thinking behind a film
that is important. There were some good examples of this but
others exhibited the sort of thinking that was prevalent twenty
odd years ago in the days of 8mm film.
These days of digital video should give a certain freedom, not
being constrained by the prohibitive cost that was evident in the
days of film. If in doubt, or if a better idea strikes, then shoot it
again and again until it looks right. This attitude applies as well
to documentary/holiday films as the cost of tape is negligible and
one is likely to pick up good visuals if enough is shot, giving more
choice in the editing stage.
Coming on to narration or commentary, call it what you will. We
felt that filmmakers should come to grips with the fact that most
of us haven’t got what it takes to giving a riveting and interesting
accompaniment to their visuals. Don’t try to be a one man, or
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woman filmmaker. Good narration is an art form in its own right
so use people who are good at it. Using the talents of such people
can lift your masterpiece to greater heights. As we are all entertainers at heart and want to show off our filmmaking prowess to
others this can’t be a bad thing, can it?
We hope our comments have been helpful and wish you good
filmmaking in the future.”
Ron Prosser FACI, Ian Wingate FACI & Gavin Beesley ARPS

From The Editor
In the members Voices discussion at the AGM some useful
suggestions were made by the audience. Ron Haddock of the
Select Video Group of Amersham (SVGA) suggested that all the
people up for election should stand up so that the members
could see who they were voting for. What a good idea. They all
got elected in spite of that.
Brian Harris suggested that members should be encouraged to
introduce themselves in the magazine and he agreed to put his
toe in the water first. See his article on page 11.
Finally, I am grateful to the 2 photographers, Maurice
Twelvetrees and Angela Stroud who let me have copies of their
pictures for the newsletter and to the individual members who
contribute articles for the benefit of us all. Please keep up the
good work.
Eric Granshaw
Ron Haddock of SVGA who
wanted to know what all the
candidates for Council looked
like. What’s sauce for the
goose………………….
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Preparing for the Show at Pinner Village Hall

Ken Mills President of Harrow
and our competition officer

Alan Morgan Chairman of Harrow
Ciné & Video Society

And Ken looks at the competition in retrospect…...
This year we used another venue – the Village Hall in Pinner, a change
from the Quality hotel in Hatfield where there had been growing
dissatisfaction. We would welcome feedback about the Pinner venue as
it was more costly than the Quality hotel and we would like to know
what you thought about its location, facilities, travelling to it and its
standard of comfort.
This year 23 videos were submitted by 16 people and one club, lasting
in total only 2hrs 20mins. In 2008 we also had 23 videos ( 14 members
and 4 clubs), but the big difference was the total running time - over
4hrs and we were able to show 3hrs 23mins on the Festival day.
This year 17 entries were under 10mins. against only 11 last year. So if
the trend is to shorter videos then we need a lot more to fill the
available 3hrs plus on the Festival day. There are over 240 members in
the North Thames Region of the IAC and we would like to know why
more people don’t submit videos, If you have any views on this and
suggestions as to any changes you think would encourage more entries,
do let me know.
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One further point relates to the trophies, the problem of having them on
display at home because of their size. One suggestion we are
considering is to present the trophy at the end of the Festival Day and
to give a small “keepsake” at the same time rather than a year later at
the next Festival. Again, if you would like to comment on this aspect, or
anything else, we would welcome your thoughts. It is after all, your
competition!
Ken Mills Email: millobe@talktalk.net

The Mermaid Trophy
The Mermaid Trophy is awarded
at the IAC National AGM to the
Region whose film receives the
greatest number of audience
votes. There are 8 Regions and
it is to the credit of St Albans
that their film, ‘The Long Wait’
was voted top above all other
regional entries.
Brian Harris took the Trophy on
behalf of St Albans to hold for
one year.

THE MAKING

OF

‘THE LONG WAIT’ -

BY

MIKE

COBERT

The station was constructed from old flats previously used for 'There's the
Rub' 'Frankly Speaking' 'Travelling Gourmet' 'Wrong Number' 'Tom Dick
and Harriet' 'Double Cross' 'Knickers or Vicars' 'Big Break' 'Don't Bank on
it' 'Has Beens' and other epics. Nothing is wasted in St Albans.
The set for this film was constructed in the Charmouth garage studios in
St Albans. In order to fit the scenery into my car all the 8'x4' flats were
reshaped into 2'x7' flats. It was deconstructed and transported to the local
church then bolted together in the centre of the hall to enable us to capture some long shots. We hired the hall for three hours which gave us an
hour to erect the set and two hours to film, the shooting having been
tightly scripted beforehand. The response from members was amazing as
they fell on the set like a swarm of busy bees building a hive.
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Wood grain on the flats was produced by first painting the flats black
and when dry, a wood colour was applied. Whilst still wet - a rubber
comb made from an old windscreen scraper - was pulled across the
flats to create grain and finally lines for the plank joints were scratched
out with a screwdriver. Ingenious or what?
Bullet belts were made from wooden dowels stuck on gaffer tape. We
had two Colt naval pistols with holsters and adapted two children's pistols. Some of the holsters were made from an old camera case and a
cleaner spray plastic bottle. A DIY knife had its handle wrapped in string
and was given a plastic blade. Cowboy hats were made from old trilbies
with cardboard rims, and belts for hat bands with paper fasteners
added as rivets. A clock was drawn on Truespace 3D programme, the
newspaper and 'wanted' signs were produced on a computer DTP programme while the railway train and landscape came from a 'Trainz'
computer railway simulator.

Val, the 'Long Wait' and the wardrobe
When Mike asked me to look after the wardrobe for 'The Long Wait', I
didn't realise that I would end up making two waistcoats. We had a
meeting at Mike's house, to sort out who was wearing what costume.
There was only one waistcoat in a very small size, and, because it was
just after Christmas and some extra pounds in weight had been put on,
there was a problem.
I thought I would be able to put a piece of material in the back of the
small waistcoat, but delving into my wardrobe I found a large piece of
black material just ideal for making two new waistcoats. So I set to,
making up patterns from newspaper taking the shape from the original
waistcoat.
I did not have to line the item, just neaten the edges. I did cheat with
the fastenings by using velcro and sewing buttons on top. Having seen
the DVD, I thought they looked quite good.

Val Cox
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THE NEXT REGIONAL EVENT
Gillham and Manasseh Competitions
Sunday 21 February at Northaw Village Hall
The competition in the morning is for the Leslie Gillham
Trophy for the best story film entered by clubs into the
2008 Triangle competition. The Sidney Manasseh TrophyCompetition is for the best open category film in the 2008
Triangle and that will be judged in the afternoon Doors open
10am for 10.30 start in the morning and 2pm for 2.30 start
in the afternoon.
Admission: All day or part of day including refreshments:
£8.00 at the Door OR BY ORDERING IN ADVANCE 5 for
£35.00 or 10 for £60.00 from: Penny Love, FACI. Tel.
01707.656446
e-mail alystan@tiscali.co.uk
How to get there - see page 10

The clubs taking part are as follows:
Leslie Gillham

Sidney Manasseh

Hornchurch
Finchley
St Albans
Staines
Harrow
Wanstead & Woodford
Mid-Suffolk
Ealing
Luton
Norwich

Colchester
Luton
Bourne End
Staines
South Essex
Wanstead & Woodford
Mid-Suffolk
Ealing
Potters Bar

Lunch arrangements: there are 2 pubs in the village - the Sun Inn
and The Two Brewers or members may bring sandwiches into the
Hall. The lunch break will be from 12.15 until 2.15.
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How to get to Northaw
Village Hall
The Sun Inn

Village Hall

From Potters
Bar
The postcode for Northaw Village Hall is EN6 4NW

Directions
Leave the M25 at Junction 24 and take the road to Potters Bar.
At the cross roads turn right (A1000) towards Cuffley. You will
come to a fork (about three quarters of a mile), take the right
hand fork (B156) towards Cuffley. The other road continues to
Hatfield. Follow the B156 to Northaw..

SCREENS and TRIPODS GALORE !
by Aivar Kaulins FACI.
For several years now, my club Harrow Cine & Video Society, has received
a large amount of film and video related equipment, donated for sale to
supplement club funds. Details of these can be viewed on the club's website
at www.harrowcinevideo.org.uk and in most cases can be purchased by
paying the postal delivery charges stated. However, there are some items
which would be difficult to pack and to post for reasons of shape, size and / or
weight. They can be collected by prior arrangement from my home in Harrow.
Email aivarkaulins@onetel.com or telephone 0208 954 2607
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Brian Harris explains what makes him Tick
At the recent North Thames Region AGM. an idea was put forward that each
edition of the News Letter contain a photo and short piece submitted by any
member of the Region about themselves and their interests. The idea would
be over time to get to know members better. Our Editor is keen to give it a
try, but it needs you to submit your piece, plus photo. I’ve been asked to kick
start this idea, so may I begin by introducing myself? I am a member of
Hemel Hempstead Movie Makers and St. Albans Movie Makers. I have two
main interests: "American Railroads" and Making Movies. My interest in film
started with a German helmet given to me by my father after the Second
World War, which I swaped with another boy for an ‘Ace’ hand operated
9.5mm projector, and films. Time passed; I progressed to Standard 8mm —
during this time I went to the cinema to see Walt Disney’s "The Great
Locomotive Chase". When I came out of the cinema I was hooked on
American trains! The outcome of all this was that I went to America many
times with my now Super 8 Elmo camera and shot loads of American trains.
Sadly this had very little appeal to folks back home, even my children refused
to watch my epics, saying they were boring! Looking back of course they were
quite right — joining the Movie Clubs taught me that — it also taught me a
lot about film making.
I am now well into the computer age, although I sometimes think I would
have been better off sticking with the German helmetll At present I use a
Canon HD. camera, and edit on Magix 15. I am not a technical person, so if I
have a computer problem — as they say on that well known T.V. show I ring
a friend. I very much enjoy the creative side of video editing. Being a member
of the I.A.C. and various Movie Clubs has brought huge benefits, apart from
the many friends. You get to swap ideas, collaborate on other projects, and
generally learn how to make better films. It also provides a wider audience
who see your work.
I have tried my hand at comedy (very difficult); documentaries; and now it’s
the turn of animation. This takes a long time but is a perfect medium for a
lively imagination. One day you may see
the result, but don’t bank on it! What
really matters is enjoying the hobby and,
providing I don’t read instruction books on
how to fix things, I hope to carry on for a
while yet.
Finally I hope some of you reading this will
feel compelled to send in a picture,
plus an insight into YOUR hidden talents.
I don’t want people pointing at me as the
only one writing in ---- saying "He should
have kept the German Helmet!"
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THE ELITE 100 CLUB
(Only 100 members allowed)
Results of the November 2009 draw of the NTR 100 Club
1st prize of £18.24 went to Mrs B Granshaw No 75
2nd prize of £11.72 went to Mr P Bishop No 62
3rd prize of £6.23 went to Mr J Parkes No 59

Results of the December 2009 Draw of the NTR 100 Club
1st prize of £18.24 went to Mr P Bishop No 62
2nd prize of £11.76 went to Mrs L Gill No 13
3rd prize of £6.26 went to Miss C Collins No 65
The sum of £72.33 went to the North Thames Regional fund (Nov+Dec),
Total Prize money paid out so far this year £434

Total Donated to North Thames Region this year £434

You can join at any time and your membership lasts for
twelve draws
Promoter for NTR J.Tumbridge, FACI.,
42 Ridgeway Hutton Mount, Brentwood Essex,
CM13 2LJ
Tel. 01277 221950 FAX 07092 012703
E-mail moviejim@jimtumbridge.co.uk
Sincere thanks to all those members who are
supporting the Club
New members very welcome. We do need your
support.
A Years membership makes a nice Christmas
present

Copy Dates Copy Dates Copy Dates
If you have something that you would like to see published in this
newsletter, then send it to me. Email or post it to:Eric Granshaw, 8 The Green Walk, Chingford, London E4 7ER.
. Print deadline is the 15th of the month preceding publication.
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Diary Dates
SUNDAY 21 FEBRUARY 2010 NORTH THAMES GILLHAM AND MANASSEH
COMPETITION, Northaw Village Hall, Northaw Road West, Northaw, Herts EN6 4NW.
Doors open 10am for 10.30 start. Admission £x including light refreshments.
FRIDAY 16th - SUNDAY 18th APRIL 2010. BIAFF 2010. Hosted by North Thames
Region at the Park Inn Hotel, Bedford. Further details from Jack Gill FACI 0208 505
8785 email jaclorgill@tiscali.co.uk

View of the Park Inn Hotel
from the riverside walk in
Bedford

THURSDAY 22ND APRIL 2010. HARROW CINE & VIDEO SOCIETY'S SPRING
MOVIE SHOW of members' productions. Pinner Village Hall,Chapel Lane, Pinner,
Middx., HA5 1AB. Doors open 7.30 pm for 8 pm start. Tickets at the door £ 4 include
interval refreshments. Information Ken Gale Tele : 020-8424 0235
SATURDAY 8 MAY 2010. THE NORTH THAMES TRIANGLE FINAL will be hosted by
Staines Cine & Video Society at 2.00pm at Laleham Village Hall, The Broadway, Laleham, Surrey TW18 1ASB

Welcome to New Members
Mr N Collins
Mr T Lench
Mr S Williams

London
Eastwood
Milton Keynes

Secretaries and publicity officers of affiliated clubs are invited to send in
details of their forthcoming public shows for inclusion in the AIVAR
KAULINS PUBLICITY PAGE. Send details direct to the newsletter editor.

Aivar Kaulins, 19, The Ridgeway, Stanmore, Middlesex, HA7 4BE
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CLUB DIRECTORY

ACORN FILMS CHINGFORD
Well known for their Chingford Newsreel.
Contact David Piggott 020 8524 9642
for information on the group.
AYLESBURY CAMCORDER ENTHUSIASTS
http://www.bucksinfo..net/ace
Cyril.Blunden@btinternet.com
Every third Thursday of the month at Eskdale
Community Centre, Eskdale Road. Stoke
Mandeville, Bucks, from 7.30pm. Contact Cyril
Blunden, 53 Wendover Road, Aylesbury. Bucks
HP21 9TA. 01296 48 5508
BOURNE END VIDEO CAMERA CLUB
www.bevcc.co.uk
meets in the Red Cross Centre, Victoria Road,
Marlow. Bucks, at 8pm first & third Wednesdays
of the month..
Contact Derek Miller (Secretary), 01628 637587.
Email: derekmiller@bulldoghome.com
BRENTWOOD VIDEO CLUB
meets Thursdays 7.30pm at St Thomas’s Church
Centre.
St Thomas's Road. Brentwood.
Hon Sec Julian Ryley. 8 Robin Hood Road.
Brentwood. Essex CM15 9EN. 01277 21 6147.
CHANNEL 7 PRODUCTIONS
darren@channel7. org.uk
Based in St Neots. Cambridgeshire, and
operating as a production unit which holds
project, rather than Club meetings. For more
information, contact Darren Lalonde on 01480
405 615; mobile 07887 932498.
COLCHESTER FILM MAKERS CLUB
cfmclub.org.uk
Every Tuesday (September to May) 8pm to 10pm in
The Hythe Community Centre, 1 Ventura Drive,
Colchester, CO1 2FG. Chairman: Sue Howden.
Contact Jt Secs: bryanlittlewood@btinternet.com
01621 891125 or johnhowden@talktalk.net
01245 422023
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EALING VIDEO & FILM MAKERS
meet on Fridays at 7pm at the Annexe, Greenford
Community Centre. 170 Oldfield Lane South,
Greenford. Secretary Karen Cherrington. 41
Flemming Avenue. Eastcote. Middx HA4 9LE
020 8429 8497.
ENFIELD VIDEO MAKERS
meet on the first and third Tuesday each month at
8pm at the JubileeHall. 2 Parsonage Lane. Enfield.
Middx. Contact: James Meehan 0208 351 1829
EPPING FOREST CINE & VIDEO CLUB
meets at Pelly Court, Hemnall Street, Epping,
at 8.15pm 2nd and 4th Mondays each month.
Contact:Chairman: Peter Bradford,
24 Lampits, Hoddesdon, Herts EN11 8ED.
01992 479312
THE ESSEX AUDIO-VISUAL GROUP
www.essexavgroup.org.uk dickwilliamsav@yahoo.co.uk
First Wednesday of the month, Holy Trinity Church,
Rectory Garth, Rayleigh, Essex.
Contact Mr R. Williams. 34 Heather Way,
Romford, Essex RM1 4TA. 01708 748580

FINCHLEY FILM MAKERS
www.finchleycinevideo.co.uk
Meets at Quakers Meeting House, 58 Alexandra
Grove, North Finchley N12 8HG, 7:30pm on
Fridays. Contact Peter Kidman. 020 8292 6367.
HARROW CINE & VIDEO SOCIETY
www.harrowcinevideo.org.uk
Meets Mondays at 7.45pm in the Weald Room,.
Harrow Arts Centre (adjacent Morrison’s),
Uxbridge Road, Hatch End. from the beginning of
September to the middle of May. Asst. Secretary
Ken Gale. 020-8424 0235
Harrowcinevideo@tiscali.co.uk
HEMEL HEMPSTEAD MOVIE MAKERS
www.hemelmoviemakers.org.uk
meet first and third Wednesdays each month at
8pm. The Memorial Hall, (back of) CareyBaptist
Church, The Marlowes, Hemel-Hempstead. Herts.
Contact Audrey Batchelor. 01442 25 6853.

CLUB DIRECTORY

HORNCHURCH CINE & VIDEO CLUB
meets at Cranham Community Hall, Marlborough
Gardens. off Avon Road, Cranham. Upminster, on
Mondays 8 to10pm. Closed August and December.
Secretary Sheila Goodwin, FACI,
4 Athelstan Road. Harold Wood, Romford. Essex
RM3 OQB.
01708 34 1445.
Email: sheila@dennisgoodwin.wanadoo.co.uk

LUTON MOVIE MAKERS
moviemakers@freeuk.com
www.moviemakers.freeuk.com
meet Thursdays at Hat Factory Arts Centre 7pm
NTR members welcome for free
Contact Paul Clarke 01582 508616
MILTON KEYNES CAMCORDER CLUB
Www,mkcamcorderclub.co.uk
mkcamcorderclub@googlemail.com
Meets at Centrecom 602 North Row, Secklow
Gate West, Central Milton Keynes, third
Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm
Tel: 01908 236419
OXFORD VIDEO SOCIETY
oxfordvideosoc.mysite.wanadoo-members.co.uk
meets every Monday (September-June) at
Gosford Hill School, Kidlington. at 7.30pm.
Contact Michael Batts Hon Sec, 25 Witney Road
Eynsham Oxon OX29 4PH 01865 88 1393
michaelbatts@btinternet.com
POTTERS BAR CINE & VIDEO SOCIETY
www.pottersbarcineandvideosociety.org
meets alternate Thursdays at 7:45pm in Room 2,
Wyllyotts Centre. Darkes Lane. Potters Bar.
Contact Penny Love. 01707 65 6446.
SVGA - The Select Video Group of Amersham,
meet at various member’s homes approx.
every three weeks. Contact Ron Haddock,
.hrhvideo@tiscali.co.uk
ST ALBANS MOVIE MAKERS
meet every other Tuesday at the UnitedReformed
Church Hall. Homewood Road off Sandpit Lane.
St Albans. Contact Chairman Frank Miller 01727
831166. email: frankalmllr@aol.com.

SOUTH ESSEX FILM MAKERS
www.sefm.org.uk
meets at Wyburns School, Nevern Road.
Rayleigh. Essex SS6 7PE. on Monday evenings
7.45 for 8pm.
Publicity Officer Nigel Woodham 01702
462073.
STAINES CINE & VIDEO SOCIETY
Website www.stainesvideo.co.uk
every Friday at 7.30pm in Laleham Village
Hall. Contact Hon Sec Mr A Valvona 24
Kingsmead Avenue Sunbury on Thames
Middlesex TW16 5HJ 01932 782889
WALTHAMSTOW AMATEUR CINE VIDEO
CLUB waccmail@ntlworld.com http://
www.wacvc.org..uk
meets weekly Thursdays at 8pm at Stafford Hall.
St Barnabas Road. Walthamstow.
Hon Sec Sid Abraham’s, 73 Elphinstone Rd,
Walthamstow. E17 5EZ. 020 8527 8580
WANSTEAD & WOODFORD CINE & VIDEO
CLUB
www.wansteadcinevideo.org.uk
meets 1st. 3rd and 5th Fridays each month at 8pm
at St Paul’s Church Hall. Chigwell Road, Woodford
BridgeIG8 8BT. Hon Sec Martin Page, 33 Bush
Road. Buckhurst Hill, Essex IG9 6ES 020 8504
9430. Email: martin.page33@ntlworld.com
3 COUNTIES MOVIE MAKERS
meet at the home of John Walker, LACI.
29 Crawley Drive, Hemel Hempstead, Herts.
HP2 6BX.
01442 214990

IAC ONLINE - website of IAC
The
Film
&
Video
In s t i t u t e
for all the latest on amateur film, video and
AV
www.theiac.org.uk
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