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This picture was sent to me by Wanstead and Woodford Cine and
Video Club to show the enthusiasm of the local community for their
Movie Night. The event was also strongly supported by members of
other North Thames clubs. Wanstead charged £5 a ticket (including
refreshments provided by members of the Club) and over 100 people
attended.
Potters Bar, Harrow and Walthamstow Cine and Video Clubs run
similar events which are equally well supported. These events are a
helpful source of income.
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(Why not write to me about activities in your club? Ed.)
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Chairman’s Chat
I must admit that although it was well before
Christmas that I collected my new editing system
from DVC, it was not until Christmas that it
managed to get out of the box. My enthusiasm for
moving away from Liquid Edition was nil but
having bought an HD camera meant that I wanted something that
would load the footage easily. Edius has exceeded all my
expectations. The footage that I took in Egypt on my Panasonic
700 camera loaded easily, as did the footage Eric had shot on his
Sony HDV camera , which records on mini-dv tape. Did the
machine care that one lot was full HD and the other only 1440 x
1080? No, not at all and it has been happy to accept all the other
bits and bobs that I have wanted to load and also produce a DVD
of the finished result. Unfortunately Eric was trying the same
mixture on Media Composer with the footage we took in Libya.
While it all loaded easily, getting the finished film on to a DVD
required much fiddling. If I have one complaint about Edius it is
the lack of a hard copy manual, but that is because I do like to
have a book (no I have not been tempted to buy a Kindle!).
We have now completed the first round of the Triangle
Competition and I hear from Ron Jones that the standard remains
high. This bodes well for a good final in May. This event will be
hosted by the Select Video Group Amersham, which won last year,
and will take place on Saturday 7 May at St Michael’s Hall
Sycamore Road, Amersham. I look forward to seeing you there.
I wrote to all clubs in the Region before Christmas seeking the
email address of a contact who would be responsible for
ensuring that all club members were made aware of cross Region
activities. If your club has forgotten to let me have a contact
email address, it is not too late and I should be delighted to add
you to my list.
Finally please may I remind you that the closing date for the One
Minute Competition is 30 June so please start making films for it.
The entry2 form will be in the next issue of this magazine.
Brenda

From the Editor
I am always grateful for contributions from members either in
the form of articles or letters or photographs. Although it is easy
to acknowledge contributors’ work with a by-line at the head or
tail, it is less easy with photographs where I try to fit the
explanatory text underneath. In the last issue, I used photos
taken by Philip Beasley, Maurice Twlevetrees and myself without acknowledgement. I am nevertheless grateful for any effort
that members make and I hope they will forgive me if I do not
acknowledge every photograph when space is at a premium. I
must add that the picture on the front was kindly provided by
Alan Amor.
There has been some interesting discussion on the IAC
non-linear editing website recently. This was about the new
Sony GV-HD 700 mini tape recorder which is useful for viewing
DV and HD tapes and for loading them into editing programmes.
It can also be used as a straight-through converter of analogue
signals to DV format to enable old Hi-8 and VHS tapes to be
loaded directly into a non-linear editing programme. The new
machine costs in the region of £1,000 but I wonder whether its
purchase can be justified now in view of the move towards cardbased capture camcorders. As Tom Hardwick pointed out, those
of us with the old Sony TRV 900 camera can already convert
analogue S-VHS signals to digital but that camera must now be
nearing the end of its useful life. Certainly, mine is.
As Brenda has mentioned in her column, I have entered the
world of HD with a tape based HDV camera. I am now
beginning to wonder whether I ought to have waited and got
more advice about the difference between HDV and full HD
cameras before moving to HD. For those of you who have not
yet made up your mind about HD - and for those who have
already committed themselves to HD and want to know more help is at hand in the shape of Tom Hardwick. See page 9 for
the preliminary announcement of a half day teach-in on HD
which is scheduled for 8 October this year. And if you doubt
whether you need to attend, read Jim Gatt’s article on page 12
about one of the trials of projecting HD.
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Environmental Photographer of the Year 2011
Competition
Organised by the Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental
Management, the Environmental Photographer of the Year is an
international showcase for the very best in amateur and professional
environmental photography.
The competition is completely free to enter and copyright is retained
by the entrant at all times. The 2011 competition categories are:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Mott MacDonald’s Changing Climates
The Natural World
The Underwater World
Quality of Life
A View from the Western World
Building Our Future (New for 2011)
The Young Environmental Photographer of the Year (Under 16 &
Under 21)
Video (New for 2011)

Winners receive cash prizes and all winning entries are displayed in the
touring Environmental Photographer of the Year exhibition. For more
information and an entry form go to www.epoty.org. Closing date 31st July
2011.
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Eileen Kenning now has a Mac. Read all about it:
The recent decision to purchase an Apple product came because we
had experienced a PC company go bust. We had bought a standalone
PC with Adobe Premier 6.5 installed so the back up service was gone.
Kaput. Learning the system became a pain without support.
Therefore, when upgrading the editing system proved necessary and
after a thorough cross examination in the Apple shop. We purchased
an iMac.
Although our first choice, laptops can be mind blowingly expensive.
The weight of the iMac allowed it to pack up beautifully into a*box and
be moved. Not to edit in a coffee shop, but certainly acceptable to take
away on a long break.
Reader, you don't want an advert. In this google age you can click on
www.apple.com and get up to date facts and figures. You, dear film
maker, want to know the down side. It is the cost. But the service has
been very good.
When you are looking, check the current cost for One to One tuition
on purchase. The staff will even coach you on your current project.
Walk into the Regents Street shop and workshops are available daily.
The atmosphere of learning is open, positive and well executed.
The shops are particularly ‘female friendly’, after all, gone are the
heavy cameras and specialist engineering training to fit valves.
Women who traditionally typed on qwerty boards are at no
disadvantage today.
The teaching style is ‘learner directed’ and ideal for the older person.
Learn to ask what you want to get clear. Take a list. Tip, if you do
have a problem go and phone from the shop and run up their bill not
yours.
The Upside? Reliability, and intuitive design. Downside? As you’ve
heard . It’s expensive.
E.K.
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*specialist lugger bag can be purchased on line, a non apple product

A Message from John Farrer, the new man in charge of
the NTR Hundred Club.

Results of the January 2011 draw of the NTR 100 Club
1st prize of £15.75 went to Mary Harris No 16
2nd prize of £10.40 went to Bob Chester No 54
3rd prize of £5.35 went to Arthur Gatcum No 85
The sum of 34.67 went to the North Thames Regional fund,

Results of the February 2011 draw of the 100 Club
1st prize of £18.25 went to Ken Gale No 31
2nd prize of £12.04 went to Mr F Dwyer No 40
3rd prize of £6.21went to Dennis Goodwin No 44
The sum of £36.50 went to the NTR fund

Total to NTR fund this year £68
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Total raised since the start of the 100 club £7595.36

Hello- to all members of The NTR 100 Club and to all nonmembers, as you are surely about to join !
May I introduce myself – John Farrer, who volunteered to succeed
the indomitable Jim Tumbridge, who ran the NTR 100 Club so
successfully for nigh on ten years !
Maybe, like me you haven’t appreciated enough about the NTR 100
Club.
For instance I didn’t know its importance to the North Thames
Region’s finances – that I could join at anytime of the year – with a
subscription of only £12, which brought me opportunities to win
any one of the twelve monthly draws totalling up to 50% of the
monthly income* and provide the NTR Council with a steady
income to finance major events and equipment for you and me to
hire from the other 50%*
So what should you do now? – it’s so easy! –just fill
in the application form overleaf or take a copy and
send it off to me with your cheque for £12 made out
to “NTR 100 Club” - I will guarantee that you will
be entered into the very next draw! Good Luck ! ! !
NB. Club/Society Secretaries --- I shall be happy to send you
application forms to distribute to your members—they don’t have to
belong to the IAC – if they come to some of the NTR events they will
soon join anyway! Equally, I should be pleased if you would
invite me to attend one of your meetings to help spread the good
word. Another possibility might be to organise a healthy
competition between the Clubs/Societies in the NTR to see which
can finish 2011 with the highest increase on a % basis of 100 Club
membership as at 1 January - fair to all what ever your
membership!
But come on, what ideas do you have to break the “bank at Monte
Carlo”? We need to keep increasing the membership of the NTR
100 Club! And Your help is vital ! !
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( * less minimal admin. expenses)

Application Form.
I wish to join the NTR 100 Club and am over the age of 16yrs. I
enclose my cheque, for £12 to cover 12 consecutive monthly
draws, crossed and made payable to NTR 100 Club.
I understand the rules and agree to abide by them
Signed…………………………………………………...
……………………………….Dated ……………………………
IAC/NTR Club/Society
Name & Address (Please Print)
…………………………………………………………………………...
…………………………………………………….............................
……………………………………………………………………….......
............................
Telephone No. ……………………….
Email Address……………………………………..
PLEASE RETURN to—
John Farrer, NTR100Club Promoter. Mossbury, The Ridgeway,
Hitchin. Herts. SG5 2BT
The NTR 100 Club is Registered by North Herts. District Council
for the purposes of Schedule 11 Part 5 of the Gambling Act 2005.
LIC/66702/10
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Hi-Def Teach-in with Tom Hardwick
When so many of us are wondering whether to
take the plunge and go for HD it is a good time
to give some guidance on what to look out for.
We are very fortunate that Tom Hardwick whose
articles appear in every Film and Video Maker
magazine has kindly agreed to come along to the
Wanstead and Woodford meeting room at St Paul’s
Church Hall Woodford Green on Saturday
8 October 2011 to provide guidance and lead a
discussion on this tricky but fascinating subject.
Details of how to get there will appear nearer the
time. There will be a small charge of £5 to go
towards the cost of hiring the hall and the
refreshments which will be provided during the
afternoon.
The session will start at 1.15pm and finish at
about 6pm. Tom will be glad to take questions and contributions from
members of the audience. The presentation will cover:
1) what to look for and what to expect (very valid) when
considering moving to HD. Hardware, computers, NLEs, TVs and
Blu-ray
2) Explaining HDV and the difference from full HD - the advantages
and disadvantages of both
3) The integration of HD wide screen with older SD 4:3 material
4) What do you need to consider when choosing your camera? Tape,
card, HDD? Interlaced or progressive? Consumer or prosumer?
5) Downconversion for output to DVD
6) Archiving HD files.
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7) The future - larger chips, greater compression, better low
light
performance.

The Trials and Tribulations of a Wedding
Videographer
An article by LEE PRESCOTT FACI in Soco News - the
newsletter of the Southern Counties Region of the IAC
I am supremely confident that any number reading this will
sympathise with my story:- The Final Wedding of this year,
December 2010, at the 13th. Century Parish Church of St.
Mumblings here, in this part of darkest Gloucestershire was,
perhaps, somewhat more memorable than anyone had
anticipated.
A beautiful and charming scene, everywhere covered in a white
mantle of snow of virgin aspect which, probably, was more than
could be said for the voluptuous Bride! ‘Twas a good job that the
she carried a bouquet of red roses otherwise no one would have
been able to find her! As the photographer, I and the Bridesmaids stood shivering at the Lych Gate. The bridal car arrived,
braked but carried on sliding down the lane in the manner of a
George Raft tango into the neighbouring farm yard. Fortunately,
Farmer Smith was on hand with his tractor to haul the car out
of the pig sty from which emanated accompanying squeals and
grunts.
The Church Verger, having attended the Guild’s Christmas Party
the night before arrived late and did not have time to clear
the path to the church door. This path, being an incline and the
Brides’ footwear being unequal to the task, caused her to make
a dramatic entrance into the church backwards upon her
posterior demolishing, on her way, the large flower pedestal by
the door. Most fortunately the flower petals stuck to the large
patch of mud on her backside making the congregation
speculate, throughout the service, as to why she had a large
floral cushion attached to her bum!
The Organist fell foul of the Bride’s Mother when he changed the
Wedding March to the Skater’s Waltz to accompany her
daughter as she reeled up the aisle. (The poor man is still under
10from the week before for playing Bach’s “The Sheep May
a cloud
Safely Graze” at the end of our local Butcher’s Funeral Service).

At St. Mumblings the Best Man is forced to stand over a large grating
covering the heating pipes. The poor soul, unaccustomed to the
ecclesiastical arctic climate, was shivering so violently that he
dropped the rings down through the grating. This caused a half hour
delay in the proceedings while the grating was lifted and the Groom,
holding the Best Man’s Legs, lowered him into the hole to fish for
them. This took some time as the rings were lost amongst Choir
men's peppermints and the Organ Tuner’s cigarette ends.
FOOTNOTE:
For the future, the Vicar has now decided that all weddings will
have a full dress rehearsal which any videographers will have
to attend because this Bride wore a hooped dress that was four
feet wide, the Vestry Door being only three feet wide. Getting in
to sign the registers was reasonably easy as the Bride, being a
very “game” lass, took a run up the Chancel, building up enough
momentum to crash through. Her exit was much more difficult
however but with the combined pushing of the Groom, Bridesmaids,
the photographer and myself, she re-emerged into the church like the
cork out of a Champaign bottle. Unfortunately she demolished the
second cast iron pedestal of flowers in the Chancel.
CONCLUSION:
It is said that “married life is not a bed of roses” – hers certainly
began that way!
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Audio-Video Synchronisation
By Jim Gatt - Harrow Cine and Video Society
In the early days of talkies, the synchronization of sound and video was a
bit hit and miss, especially in the area of home movies. Many different
methods were tried, linking gramophone records and later reel to reel tape
recorders to the film projector, with various degrees of success. Along came
video recording with built-in sound sync and everything in the garden was
rosy. Picture quality improved in due course with Hi-band and then digital
recording and still the sync was perfect. Now we have even better quality
pictures with high definition but there is a downside. The sound carries on
as before but there is much more processing involved in the picture.
Processing takes time and the video signal is delayed by an
appreciable amount. This came to our attention in April when, along with
other teams, we were projecting with our new HD projector using HDMI
connections at BIAFF in Bedford.
At our weekly meetings in the Arts Centre we did not seem to have too
much of a problem though it was noticeable, just, in a movie which had
been accurately cut to a record. A disc was produced to measure the delay
and this was tried out one evening. I think some members were on the
point of sending for the men in white coats. It was agreed that the delay
was probably mostly in the projector since, in the Blue-ray player any time
taken up in the video processing would be compensated for by delaying the
sound by the same amount so that the outputs would be perfectly in sync.
On another evening we connected the equipment as for a public show
where instead of having about 9 metres of HDMI cable with an inbuilt
repeater we had 30 metres of Category 6 cable with converters from and to
HDMI and a metre of HDMI cable at each end. We then measured the delay
and this worked out at 2 frames or 80 milliseconds.
When compiling the discs for our Autumn Movie Show, the sync was
carefully checked and, on those items where it was critical, the sound was
delayed by 2 frames. On the night this resulted in visually perfect sync
which is only obtainable on a specially compiled disc and doesn’t help
individual producers. The addition of sound delay equipment to use when
showing members’ tapes or discs is likely to be an unnecessary expense
and would only be of benefit for either lip-sync or a movie specifically cut to
music.
Footnote: Jim has said that if anyone wants to carry out similar tests, he
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will be happy to make a copy of the test disc available. .

Diary Dates
8-10 April BIAFF Hosted by NERIAC at the Cairn Hotel,
Harrogate
Thursday, 14th April Harrow Cine & Video Society's SPRING
MOVIE SHOW will take place on in the Pinner Village Hall, Chapel
Lane Car Park, Pinner, HA5 1AB. Doors open 7.30 pm for 8 pm
start. Tickets at the door £ 5 include interval refreshments.
Further information Ken Gale 020-8424 0235
Saturday 7 May Triangle Final hosted by SGVA at St Michael’s
Hall, Sycamore Road. Amersham, Bucks HP6 5DR 2pm for 2.30
start. End 6pm. Directions in the next newsletter.
10 April 2011 - Mid Thames AV Day - Appraisals of attendee AV's
and presentations by Keith Leedham FRPS EFIAP FIPF. 9.45 for
10.00am until appx. 5.30pm at The Community Centre, Woosehill,
WOKINGHAM, RG41 3SW. Contact: Graham Laughton 01895
822202. e: graham_laughton@yahoo.co.uk

Thursday 30 June Closing date for the North Thames
One Minute Competiton. Please get your entries ready. The
entry form will be in the next issue.

Welcome to New Members
Edwin Bateman
Paul Desmond
Keith Morgan

Herts
Essex
Herts

Secretaries and publicity officers of affiliated clubs are invited to send in details of
their forthcoming public shows for inclusion in the AIVAR KAULINS PUBLICITY
PAGE. Send details direct to the newsletter editor.

Copy Dates Copy Dates Copy Dates
If you have something that you would like to see published 13
in this
newsletter, then send it to me. Email or post it by ‘snail mail’ to:-Eric
Granshaw, 8 The Green Walk, Chingford, London E4 7ER.

CLUB DIRECTORY

ACORN FILMS CHINGFORD
Well known for their Chingford Newsreel.
Contact David Piggott 020 8524 9642
AYLESBURY CAMCORDER ENTHUSIASTS
www.the-ace.org
Every third Thursday of the month at Eskdale
Community Centre, Eskdale Road. Stoke
Mandeville, Bucks, from 7.30pm. Contact Alan
Bowles, 50 Queens Mead, Bedgrove, Aylesbury
Bucks HP21 7AP
BOURNE END VIDEO CAMERA CLUB
meets in the Target Room, The Community
Centre, Wakeman Road, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8
5SX at 8pm first & third Wednesdays of the
month. www.bevcc.co.uk
Contact Derek Miller (Secretary), 01628 637587
BRENTWOOD VIDEO CLUB
meets Thursdays 7.30pm at St Thomas’s Church
Centre, St Thomas's Road. Brentwood.
Hon Sec Julian Ryley. 8 Robin Hood Road.
Brentwood. Essex CM15 9EM. 01277 21 6147.
CHANNEL 7 PRODUCTIONS
darren@channel7. org.uk
Based in St Neots, Cambridgesgire, and
operating as a production unit which holds
project, rather than Club meetings. For more
information, contact Darren Lalonde on 01480
405 615; mobile 07887 932498.

COLCHESTER FILM MAKERS CLUB
Cfmclub.org.uk
Every Tuesday (September to May) 8pm to 10pm.
in the Hythe Community Centre, 1 Ventura Drive,
Hythe, Colchester,C01 2FG. Chairman: Sue
Howden. Contact Secretary Lionel Bloomfield,
121A London Road, Copford, Colchester CO6
1LH Tel:01206 211788
Email: lionel.bloomfield@btinternet.com
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EALING VIDEO & FILM MAKERS
meet on Fridays at 7.30pm at the Annexe,
Greenford Community Centre. 170 Oldfield Lane
South, Greenford. Secretary Karen Cherrington.
41 Flemming Avenue. Eastcote. Middx HA4 9LE
020 8429 8497.
ENFIELD VIDEO MAKERS
http://enfieldvideomakers.moonfruit.com
meet on the first and third Tuesday each month
8pm at St Steph8en’sChurchHall,Park Avenue,
Bush Hill Park, Enfield EN1 2BA. Contact
James Meehan 0208 251 1829.
THE ESSEX AUDIO-VISUAL GROUP
www.essexavgroup.org.uk
dickwilliamsav@yahoo.co.uk
First Wednesday of the month, Holy Trinity
Church, Rectory Garth, Rayleigh, Essex.
Contact Mr R. Williams. 34 Heather Way,
Romford, Essex RM1 4TA. 01708 748580
FINCHLEY FILM MAKERS
www.finchleycinevideo.co.uk
Meets at Quakers Meeting House, 58 Alexandra
Grove, North Finchley N12 8HG, 7:30pm on
Fridays. Contact Brian Clayfield, 4 Waterlow
Court, Heath Close, London NW11 7DT.
HARROW CINE & VIDEO SOCIETY
www.harrowcinevideo.org.uk
Will meet Mondays from Sept 6 2010 at
7.45pm in the Canons Room,.Harrow Arts
Centre (near Morrison’s), Uxbridge Road,
Hatch End . Asst sec Ken Gale 0208 424 0235
Harrowcinevideo@tiscali.co.uk
HEMEL HEMPSTEAD MOVIE MAKERS
www.hemelmoviemakers.org.uk
meet first and third Wednesdays each month at
8pm. The Memorial Hall, (back of) Carey
Baptist Church, The Marlowes,
Hemel-Hempstead. Herts.
Contact Audrey Batchelor. 01442 25 6853.

CLUB DIRECTORY

HORNCHURCH CINE & VIDEO CLUB
meets at Cranham Community Hall,
Marlborough Gardens. off Avon Road,
Cranham. Upminster,
on Mondays 8
to10pm. Closed August and December.
Secretary Sheila Goodwin, FACI,
4 Athelstan Road. Harold Wood, Romford.
Essex RM3 OQB.
01708 34 1445.
Sheila@dennisgoodwin.wanadoo.co.uk
LUTON MOVIE MAKERS
www. moviemakers.freeuk.com
meet Thursdays at Hat Factory Arts Centre,
65-67 Bute Street, Luton LU1 2EY at 7pm
NTR members welcome for free.

MILTON KEYNES CAMCORDER CLUB
Www.mkcamcorderclub@googlemail.com
Meets at Centrecom 602 North Row, Secklow
Gate West Central Milton Keynes, third Tuesday
of the month at 7.30pm.
Tel: 01908 236419

OXFORD VIDEO SOCIETY
oxfordvideosoc.mysite.wanadoo-members.co.uk
meets every Monday (September-June) at
Gosford Hill School, Kidlington. at 7.30pm.
Contact Michael Batts Hon Sec 25 Witney Road,
Eynsham, Oxon OX29 4PH 01865 88 1393
michaelbattrs@btinternet.com
POTTERS BAR CINE & VIDEO SOCIETY
www.pottersbarcineandvideosociety.org
meets alternate Thursdays at 7:45pm in Room 2,
Wyllyotts Centre. Darkes Lane. Potters Bar.
Contact Penny Love. 01707 65 6446.
RADLEY VIDEO
Radley College, Abingdon, Oxon,
OX14 2HR. www.radleyvideo.co.uk

SVGA - The Select Video Group of
Amersham. www.sgva.weebly.com
Meets at various member’s homes
approx every 3 weeks.
Contact Ron Haddock,
ST ALBANS MOVIE MAKERS
meet every other Tuesday at the United Reformed
Church Hall. Homewood Road off Sandpit Lane.
St Albans. Contact Chairman Frank Miller 01727
831166. email: frankmllr@aol.com

SOUTH ESSEX FILM MAKERS
www.sefm.org.uk
meets at Wyburns School, Nevern Road. Rayleigh.
Essex SS6 7PE. on Monday evenings 7.45 for 8pm.
Secretary Geoff Woolfson.07964 445356
STAINES CINE & VIDEO SOCIETY
Website www.stainesvideo.co.uk
every Friday at 7.30pm in Laleham Village Hall.
Contact Hon Sec Mr A Valvona 24 The Copse,
Farnborough, Hants GU14 0QD

WALTHAMSTOW AMATEUR CINE VIDEO CLUB
waccmail@ntlworld.com www.wacvc.org..uk
meets weekly on Thursdays at 8pm at Stafford Hall.
St Barnabas Road. Walthamstow Hon Sec Venner
Gilbert, 58 Victoria Avenue, Romford, Essex RM5 2QD.
Tel 01708 746586
Email: Vennerandfrances@tiscali.co.uk
WANSTEAD & WOODFORD CINE & VIDEO CLUB
www.wansteadcinevideo.org.uk
meets 1st. 3rd and 5th Fridays each month at 8pm at St
Paul’s Church Hall. Chigwell Road, Woodford Bridge.
IG8 8BT. Hon Sec Martin Page, 33 Bush Road.
Buckhurst Hill, Essex 020 8504 9430
Email martin.page33@ntlworld.com
IAC ONLINE - website of IAC
The
Film
&
Video
Institute
for all the latest on amateur film, video and AV

www.theiac.org.uk
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