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Teignmouth

Hope to see you there! Where? I hear
I would like to take this opportunity to
you say.
thank them for hosting these competitions
The Soco Competitions Awards Show and presenting the Awards Show.

Wimborne

No! I haven’t forgotten the times the
Saturday 15�� October 2016 and
SoCo
AGM will begin at 12 Noon.
entrance is Free.
The Awards Show will commence at
This year we will be not only be
showing the Winners and Runners Up of 2.00pm

Lee
Prescott
Letters

Phil’s Philm

S&SVU

the Annual Soco Competition but also the
results of the Competitions Tony Colburn
has been arranging; The Dolphin, Mini
Dolphin, The Mermaid And Top Of The
Clubs. And of course there is The SOCO
AGM

If you are an IAC Member and you live
in the SoCo Region you are entitled to
attend the AGM. If you have friends who
are not IAC members still bring them
along, I am sure they will enjoy the Show
and you never know they may eventually
These will all be held at the Centenary even join us.
Club; 21 Jubilee Close, Weymouth, Dorset
The Bar will be open throughout.
DT4 7BG.
Please let me know if you would like a
You can hardly miss it because it is very Buffet Plate before the Show and I will
near Weymouth Railway Station, parallel arrange it with Paul the Steward. All very
to
the
railway
lines.
Go
to reasonably priced!
weymouthmoviemakers.weebly.com
full directions

for

I would like to thank you for your
entries into these competitions it certainly
The Awards Show is hosted by helps to keep up the momentum of our
Weymouth Movie Makers and their hobby.
members are looking forward to seeing
I look forward to seeing you on the day.
your films as they won’t have seen any of
Anne
them before the Show.
Chairman
annevincentvsw@fsmail.net

Contacts

Susie‘s
Noticeboard

1 2 Watch

SoCo
Comp’s
Gloucester

There are times when you might
think, “I wish I had a proper video camera
with me.”
What a good job, that on these
occasions, I didn’t have a regular video
camera with me!
On short breaks to Paris and Ireland I
had my compact camera in a belt pouch
and was constantly taking it out to
capture memories of my wife and I’s
holidays.
“Won’t be a minute, just going to get
this shot or that shot, hang on there, I
won’t be long.”
You know what it’s like, not happy
with that angle, I’ll retake that one, I’ll just
try it from there, I’ll just wait for those
people to move out of shot and so on.

Trouble is, although I was capturing
images that we could look back on and
appreciate, it did separate us and took me
away from the person I went on holiday
with. (Now the misses might see that as
respite.)
I can only begin to imagine how much
more of a pain I would have been had I
taken a video camera.
Concerning my self with composing a
shot for moving images, steadying the
camera, concerns about capturing
sounds. Not to mention the extra post
production time when back home.
I haven’t got a movie but I still have a
marriage!
Keep Smiling, Pip
pipcritten@googlemail.com

This will probably come as a bit of a surprise, but the
The latest North Thames news magazine tells us that
recently reformed Chippenham Movie Club have its chairman, the dynamic and cheerful John Howden is
suggested that I should write a little something for the giving up:
SOCO News if you think that it’s interesting enough.
"When I took up the post I had not counted on
A little background seems to be in order. The original
club came to an end because we felt too much pressure in
getting competitive and members drifted off. It wasn’t
helped by a new member who wanted to direct the
members in the way that the club did not and could not
go.
So we folded.
But about half a dozen of us kept meeting, for
friendship’s sake, occasionally showing videos of their
holidays or even commercial travelogue type DVDs that
they had bought whilst on their holiday. We struggled a
bit but now we are planning to meet every Wednesday
evening during the summer with a possible return to out
Tuesday slot in the Autumn. We still meet in the
Gladstone Club.

the depth of apathy that exists amongst the Club
Membership. It seems we might just as well be
talking, some of the time, to a brick wall!
I therefore have come to the conclusion that
the IAC is either generally irrelevant or is failing in
getting across its message. Getting a response is
like wading in treacle."
That is a shame. It is even ironic since EARIAC (Eastern
Region of the IAC) shut up shop not so long ago and its
members mainly transferred allegiance to North Thames.
The magazine also has news of an experiment in
running the regional competition online but without a
public festival.

Add to that the news that though CEMRIAC will run
BIAFF 2017, after that the IAC National Council will run
Several of us are not in a position to go making BIAFF rather than a region doing so ... because regions
complicated videos any more, largely due to our age.
have trouble finding enough people to help.
However, we are settling down to a regular weekly
And I ask: Is our movement on its last legs ... again!?
session and we welcome anyone who might like to join. I
Dave Watterson
suppose you might call our group a video appreciation
club. That’s quite a good description. Some individual
members make their own videos but they are not
intended as fodder for competitions.
As for myself, I haven’t made a video since August of
2013 due to ill health but, at the moment, it has drawn
Is it still “FFP = Fit For Purpose”? From a “check” it
over nine thousand hits and the number is still rising.
appears that there are now 1500 members and probably
Last night we had our club meeting and watched three including clubs! Wow! About 17 plus years ago there
videos. The first was a travelogue about Berlin and was were around 2,600 members and prior to that many
made back in 1970 or so and had a German commentary. more! Simple Leakage or “Brain Drain”?
(My German is not good but I was able to translate from
Is judging a Handicap or a Handy-cap?
time to time!). The second was a travelogue about a train
Frankly I cannot but help thinking that judging other
trip across Australia with interesting stopping off points people’s work and the form it takes in the IAC needs a
en route. And the last was a factual story about the Apollo complete overhaul because I know for a fact that much of
Thirteen Space mission and the problems that they had to it with its style and more so “The Comments”,
overcome. It was a good evening and many are like this.
I can’t use the term ”Critiques”, puts any number of
I wonder what your readers will make of this.
people off.
Rob Catt
So, consider this: We have FACI –M- and LACI. What
about introducing a Handicap procedure as is similar to
that applied in Golf where these apparently “expert” film
makers have a “handicap” placed on their BIAFF and other
entries to level the playing field across the board. This
would perhaps encourage more people to enter. Also,
maybe it could be extended to the Diamond, D.M. Trophy
and 5 Star Awards if and when such producers gain these
levels more than twice!
Oh dear, excuse me whilst I find my ear muffs. Howls
of rage?
Why not? It certainly doesn’t stop people playing or
taking up Golf – the reverse in fact.
In any case every film entered into any Festival or
Competition where the judging is by individuals or a
“Team” / “Jury”…should be done only considering each
film’s individual merits and NOT compared with any
others. Don’t tell me that it doesn’t happen – I know
precisely that it does!
Lee Prescott. FACI.

RULES
1. The “North v South” competition is for amateur/non-commercial moviemaking groups or clubs based in the UK. There will be two sections, one for
the north and one for the south. The boundary is an east-west line drawn
through Stoke-on-Trent.
2. Groups are invited to enter an original film to a theme selected by the
previous year’s judges. Entries may be the work of one group member but
must be entered by a named, established club or group. Multiple entries from
one group are acceptable but a film must not have been entered into this
competition before.
3. The host club for each section will be responsible for collating the movies,
arranging the venue and choosing judges for the pre-judging to select five
entries from each section to go forward to the final. All submissions will
compete for the John Wright Trophy, with the runner up receiving the Harry
Adams Trophy. The result will be announced at simultaneous final
presentations on a mutually agreed date.
4. The organisers retain the right to make copies of any entries for distribution
to other amateur clubs and to provide copies for the IAC library. The copyright
of all entries remains with the producers.
5. It is the responsibility of each entrant to clear all copyright material. The
organisers reserve the right to request proof of such clearance.
6. Entries must conform to the set theme and must not exceed twenty
minutes running time (black to black). Each entry must be on a separate disc
or tape and be preceded by TWO SECONDS of black and silence.
7. Entries must be the original work of members of the submitting group. Use
of actors who are not group members is acceptable.
8. The final judging will be arranged alternately by the Northern and Southern
host clubs. Final judging will be by an independent panel of judges who will be
asked to provide written comments on each entry.
9. Submission of an entry will be deemed to be an acceptance of these rules.
Any queries should be referred to the organisers

Title of Film:

Blu Ray

Southern Entry Form
for the
North v South Competition 2016
This Year’s Theme Is; “OUT OF THE BLUE”

Running Time (Minutes):
Format (Please Tick).
Standard DVD

Synopsis (50 Words Max.):

Name of Club:
Contact Name & Address:

Telephone Number:
E-mail Address:

Send Entry + £10 Fee Per Film To;
Freddy Beard, 56 Rookesley Rd, Orpington, Kent, BR5 4HJ

'Orpington Video & Film Makers'

(this fee entitles you to two free tickets to the Southern Final)
Cheques to be made payable to

Your film may be collected at the end of the Festival. If not attending, please
include sufficient postage or your film will not be returned.

I/We agree to abide by the competition rules (Signed)For further information email
Simon Earwicker; info@ovfm.org.uk

Closing Date for Entries: Saturday 15th October 2016
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On the 16th and 17th of July 2016 Wimborne Minster
held a History Festival. The Wimborne Movie Makers
were asked by the organisers to film it as a record and for
promotional purposes. Members were out in force to
cover the event. The Chairman of the Christchurch & East
Dorset District Council cut the ribbon at ten thirty and the
fun began. If Wimborne Movie Makers gazebo had had
sides they would have been bursting with the crew and all
their equipment.
The arrangement for us to film was organised by our
outgoing Chairman Terry Hopwood. Terry planned and
liaised with the organisers for several months but all went
to pot when they decided, at the very last moment, to
only use one arena for the show instead of two. We all
gamely carried on, the camera teams set off. We had two
teams: the first with Ray Joyce, Marion Westcott, Dave
Smith with Neil Horder on sound; the second consisted of
Trevor Williams and Brian Cope. Also there were several
members of our club, Trevor Guess, Sid Falla, Gordon
Lambert, Doug Redpath and Malcolm Haynes, all filming
the activities away from the arena, and providing shots of
crowd reactions and cutaways. Directing everyone
was Peter Hale.
Ray started by filming
the introduction to the
event, with Stuart Glossop
(the star of our Epic
Montague Jack) as front
man.
In the arena Roman
soldiers were drilled to
perfection, their weapons
explained and then put to use in realistic combat. This was
great for filming, lots of colour and action. Later Ray’s
team who were covering the Romans went to film at the
Roman encampment. Here the traders were interviewed,
including a Roman Doctor, who had a patient who’s leg
had been broken by his horse, (this not a real man) The
doctor explained how he would have been treated, rather
gruesome but good for filming. Their battle dress was
explained in detail. The everyday tools of craftsmen were
shown, not unlike those we use today.

know there is going to be a bang you still jump, so hands
off the camera or tripod. Then they bring on the cannons!
The noise of the muskets pales when these are fired,
especially in a volley. Its very effective though as the
smoke billows across your shot.

With the weather we’ve had this year it was of some
concern as the weekend approached, but on the day it
was perfect for filming. With all the activity it was good to
have a short lull at around lunch time.
It was soon back to the arena where the English Civil
War Society started their display, explaining the language
of the drums and how they are used in battle. Skirmishes
followed and of course they had their canons to fire,
maybe even louder than the Militia. The highly coloured
and fancy clothes the Cavaliers wore were good for the
cameras.The medieval sword fighting was the most
dramatic for action. There are several different swords
and each is used in a different way in battle. Again this
was excellent for filming as swords clashed and men fell
mortally wounded.

And, all this was taking place in a field that really was
once a Roman settlement, Vespasian's Vexillation Fort,
which had held 850 soldiers.
The second day of filming was not so hectic. It took
place in the Town of Wimborne. Exhibitions and displays
had been set up all over the historic town. Trevor, Brian
and Helen set off to the Medieval Leaze, where they
Meanwhile Trevor Williams and his team were interviewed Malcolm Angel, an expert on the town's
interviewing the leaders of the Wimborne Militia and the history.
Vikings at their respective camps. When it was their time
Meanwhile Ray's team was filming at the Priests
in the arena the Militia showed how they would defend House Museum, and later accompanying a group being
Wimborne in the event of an invasion. I don’t think the shown around Deans Court house by it's owner Sir William
town would be very safe in their hands today. By the time Hanham.
it takes to load a musket, and it possibly misfiring, the
So many different venues and so much to film. A great
invaders would have been long gone. Again this was
experience for us all. We now pass the footage over to
colourful and interesting to film but even though you
John Davies to edit, and that's another story.

I resigned from the SoCo Committee because as the
longest serving member I decided that I had done enough.
I was going to retire earlier but as it was decided to put on
the IAC National AGM at the Hotel Celebrity in
Bournemouth I stayed on to help with that.
As it turned out it was a good job that I did as out of a
committee of eight only three of us ended up being
available to put the weekend on. That was Alan Creamer,
Darren Cummings and myself. It was hard work but
between us we managed to pull it off with some help from
Harold Trill and the new IAC Chairman John Gibbs who put
on the Fifty years of Super 8 film show on the Sunday
afternoon, and the wonderful support of the staff at the
Hotel Celebrity.
Everyone who is not retired seems to think that the
retired have plenty of time to do as they please but this is
not the case. Shopping, cooking, washing up,
housekeeping and all the other chores still have to be
done. Film making has to fit in with all that and more
besides.

I would think if you've youngster and have got such a
phone you probably wouldn't want a camcorder as well.
The reason I haven't bought a 4K camcorder, other
than all I need to do is upgrade my iPhone, is the
dragonflies. When you see this film you will be impressed
by the picture quality even if you don't think much of the
film, and I reasoned that if my two cheep HD camcorders
could provide such stunning images why do I need a 4K
camcorder at this time?
Some of you may have seen my quirky newsreel, as
Pip Critten calls it, The Trowbridge Monsoon. This was
another opportune film. I was coming back from Swindon,
having been on BBC Radio Wiltshire, when the Traffic
Report reported that Trowbridge had been flooded and
one of the streets flooded was where I live. My street has
a dip in it and that was where it had flooded. It had all
gone down by the time I got home but you could see the
flood mark. Fortunately, no properties had been flooded
mainly because our ancestors had build the houses in that
part of the street above the flood line.

I've just finished a film called Dragonflies. This was
shot on a Saturday morning round my next door
neighbours small pond. I just happened to walk out into
my back yard as my
neighbour walked down her
path and suggested I might
get a camera to photograph
the dragonfly emerging in
her pond. I always keep a
couple of my camcorders
charged up so I rushed off
and set them up. Actually,
there were two insects. One
was preparing for flight
whist the other was just
emerging.

I hadn't been home very long when it started to rain
again. I have a Sony HD all weather camera, which was
charged up, so I got into my wet weather gear and set off.
It was p....., hammering down and I got some shots of the
almost raging torrent running down the road. The flood
was up to the level where it was too deep for anyone with
any sense not to chance to drive through it. Just then a
mad motorist came speeding down the road and I was
drenched. It was a shot worth getting wet for but he
wouldn't have gotten any help from me if he had stuck. I
wasn't going to get my feet wet as well.

When you film wildlife it helps if you know something
about them. Dragonflies spend a lot of time hanging
around and then all of a sudden something happens so
the cameras were left running. I ended up with five hours
of video. Don't get nervous if you see it listed in a film
programme because I got it down to four and a half
minutes, although it may seem like five hours as you
watch it.

Morris Men was shot by three of us. Tony Bridger,
David Apps and myself. At the all three of us were
members of the Frome Club and Tony and David were also
members of the Mid-Wilts. As you may know Tony was
Fromes Competition Secretary. He was our most lively
member but tragically he passed away last year on a visit
to Wembley to watch American Football with his three
sons.

I was thinking that I might invest in a 4K camera as I
was told by another member of Frome Club that that was
the way it's going. I was surprised to see that Currys sell
them. Currys tend to sell the cheaper camcorders like the
two I shot Dragonflies with and they've started selling
Panasonic 4K camcorders (£550, £600 and £800 models)
because smartphones are now 4K and they think that as
that it is the case customers will want 4K camcorders too.

The film started out as a training video for the
Bathampton Morris Men who meet in Bradford on Avon.
Tonys oldest son had joined, because Thursdays when
they meet was free, and Tony volunteered David and I to
help him film it.

The footage was put to one side as a record of an
occurrence in my street. That was until members of my
club were invited to enter a short film competition
organised by the Mid-Wilts Club. I decided to film some
extra dry footage to make it into a newsreel. This was shot
The two cameras involved were a Panasonic SD60 and on my iPhone in HD 1080 as both cameras are 30 fps.
a similar Sony camera. Both HD 1080. I expect equivalent
You may have noticed the Suzy Walker and I are
models would cost about £150 to £200 each now. The pioneering the light hearted humorous documentary.
subjects were just above the water level and tripods could Monsoon and her Flog It fall into this category as does my
not be used so a small rock was pressed into use and Strictly Morris Dancing. We're a little upset that you may
naturally this ensured rock steady pictures. It looked like not have had the opportunity to see these in our IAC
rain, or I would have run a cable up the path, so I relied on region and we're thinking that the judges here think that
the batteries as I could cover the cameras over. Because I documentaries have to be deadly serious. Coarse they
was using the batteries only one camera was used at a may not be good enough perhaps. My next two
time.
documentaries are humorous too.

We shot a complete performance in Freshford
multicamera. Tony and I shot it on tape in HD whilst David
used a card camera HD. I was delegated to edit it. When
Continued next Page

finish it was shortened to thirty five minutes by cutting
out the faffing about between dances. It is our practise
that in the Frome club we make shorter versions of our
longer films for general showing. This wasn't a club film
but we'd filmed some interviews too so making a short
version wasn't that difficult although it’s completely
different from the original

frames. Apparently, this can happen sometimes with tape
cameras when the camera is running continuously for a
long period.

We did have a technical
hitch with the long version of
Strictly which towards the
end of the performance it
went out of sync. It was
found that Tonys Sony tape
camera had dropped some

Minuet Festival is the first Monday in February and the
Festival Show will be on April 1st. I kid you not. Details and
entry forms will be published shortly hopefully in this
magazine if I don't upset the editor.

Well on and off we have had some lovely weather so
I expect you've been out filming away. Although I was at
Weymouth Carnival recently and the only Weymouth
member I saw was Ray Amey and he was there because
The BIAFF Judge started he was helping me and fellow Frome member Alan
his groups appraisal with the Campbell film my latest effort. That's going to be a lightline that This film has a smile hearted documentary too.
in every frame.
Don't forget that the closing date for the Frome Five

Philip Marshman FACI.

Institute of Amateur Cinematographers

The Film & Video Institute
Southern Counties Annual Competition
The awards show will be held on

Saturday 15th October 2016
at the Centenary Club,
Jubilee Terrace, Weymouth.
commencing at 2 pm.
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STONEHOUSE & STROUD
VIDEO UNIT

Gloucester Film Makers

After our summer break, we resume our programme
So, what are / were we up to?
Well, reference our last report we finished the on 5th September with two competitions on that night.
shooting of our “Secret Project” – (National Security of They are an Open Competition and a film on a Specified
course), concluded the Editing, PP and Uploaded as I Subject. The latter to be an advert.
Later in the month we have the Documentary
write, now entitled “ARE WE ALONE?”
Competition
and October will see members enter films in
https://vimeo.com/178014881
the Drama and Wildlife Competitions.
https://youtu.be/NUjMIRkncZo - also on Stroud
Since my last report we have completed the film for
Community T Vs. on line channel.
the Residential Care Home which will be used as part of
In doing so, using the
their promotional work and also on their web site etc.
title, it never entered our
I filmed 3 young ladies who came to entertain the
heads that if one just
residents
with their singing and dancing. A very
“Googled” that, a prolific
interesting,
and at times, most challenging experience.
number of items would
Recently The Antiques Roadshow was filmed at
zoom up from the highly
scientific involving such high nearby Tewkesbury so I went along with my camera to
flyers as physicist Professor record the event. Some 5000 people were there standing
Stephen William Hawking, patiently for up to 2 hours in order to have their items
CH, CBE, FRS, FRSA., also valued by the experts.
NASA, to the bizarre and
I am currently working on a short film about the day
even
more
religiously and aim to complete it by September 5th.
bizarre! Since we know and knew from where we were
Looking ahead in our programme I see that our Public
coming our film appears in the upper half of the upper
Show is on October 17th when we will be showing a
middle bottom of all this Hoo Ha! Confusing? That
selection of our local archive films This is always a well
certainly doesn’t, wouldn’t and doesn’t surprise me! So
attended and popular night and a boost to club funds.
where does the Dog Attack come in?
Finally on November 7th we have our Film Of The Year
A fairly large amount of the film had to be shot in the
Awards which will be judged this year by the Tewkesbury
local Standish Woods. Very green, pre historic with
Club.
untouched ancient burial Barrows and remaining
John Greene.
unchanged as it has done for untold centuries. Beautiful
and set 700 feet above sea level, overlooking my home
Gloucester Film Makers
and the Severn Vale with the River Severn in the distance.
It’s three trails and its few paths are favoured by
Hikers, Dog Walkers etc.

Teign Film Makers Club

It’s with this latter that the “fun” started. Whilst
filming a scene, Mike Szewczuk who played the “Alien”,
slowly emerged from the trees just as a peaceful canine,
TFMC members have been having a rest over the last
with its owner, came trotting along the path some few months, or have they?
distance away. In some strange manner the Chocolate
Hopefully not and they have actually been out with
Labrador detected the “Alien” and took much exception
their
camcorders gathering raw material for the next
to it.
season of films. We shall find out when the club
reconvenes with its first meeting of the new season,
traditionally an open night, at Bitton House, Teignmouth
on Monday 5th September at 7.30pm. As with all club
meetings, everyone is welcome and we hope to gain some
new members for the new season.
We like to think that we are a friendly club and
welcome and encourage film makers of all abilities and
ages and you don’t even have to have any equipment, just
an interest in the hobby.
The programme this year is a mix of practical and
theoretical evenings with added competitions and visiting
enthusiasts entertaining us with a variety of topics which
Doggy looked at it, and became barking mad, we hope will provide another fun filled year.
fortunately as it decided that the “out of this world” figure
On Saturday October 8th the club is holding the
was an interloper and moved to attack, the owner annual Teign Cup Competition and submissions are
managed to grab it by its collar. Saved the day and some already coming in. This year the competition is sponsored
cost to the NHS!
by Sony (Plymouth) which has donated a prize worth £50
for the winner (can be spent in any of their branches) and
Yup, we do have a lot of fun making films!
the club is looking forward to another bumper year for
Lee Prescott
entries.
Stonehouse and Stroud Video Unit
www.teignfilmmakersclub.org

Teign Cup Competition
Saturday October 8th 2016 at 2.00 pm.
The competition will be held at Bitton House, Bitton Park Road
Teignmouth TQ14 9DF

This year sponsored by SONY (Plymouth)
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PLEASE NOTE: A MAXIMUM OF ONLY TWO ENTRIES PER INDIVIDUAL
OR CLUB WILL BE ACCEPTED
Title of Entry: ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Running Time:------------------------------ (Minutes) (Maximum 20 minutes)
Date Film Completed: ….....................................................................
Format:
DVD –R /+R, AVCHD USB , Bluray Discs,
Standard format 4:3, and Widescreen 16:9. Mono and stereo sound.

Name of Club or Individual (Please Print)------------------------------------------------------------------

Address -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------. Post Code -------------------------------

email address--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Declaration: I accept the conditions of entry to the competition. I confirm that copyright
clearance has been obtained for all material used in my entry.
Signature: ----------------------------------------------- Name: ----------------------------------------------Address for return of entry---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Post Code ----------------Telephone -----------------------------------Fee per entry is £5.00 to include packing and return postage.
Cheques to be made out to:Teign Film Makers Club.
Please send entries to:Ivan Andrews
3 Byron Road, Exeter EX2 5QN
NB Closing Date September 17th 2016
Copy of rules attached

Teign Cup Competition
Saturday October 8th 2016 at 2.00 pm.
The competition will be held at Bitton House, Bitton Park Road
Teignmouth TQ14 9DF
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Teign Cup Rules

The Competition is restricted to Clubs or Individual amateur film makers within the SoCo
geographical area.
The number of entries submitted by any club or individual film maker is restricted to a
maximum of two per club or individual
Films must be submitted on DVD –R / + R, AVCHD USB, Blu-ray .
Standard Format 4:3 or 16:9 Widescreen, Mono or Stereo sound

3

Total running time to be no more than 20 minutes.

4

The winner will hold the Teign Cup for one year.

5

The winner will receive a prize of £50
Kindly sponsored this year by SONY (Plymouth)

6

A personal miniature inscribed trophy and a certificate will be presented to the First,
Second and Third places

7

Entry forms, fees and films must be received by the closing date of September 17 th
2016.

8

If numbers of entries exceed the screen time available an elimination contest will take
place before the event. In this event should any film have been entered in a previous
Teign Cup Competition, it will immediately be eliminated.

9

Entries must have been made within the last 3 years.

10 Judges appraisals will be sent to all entrants together with a list of all entries and the
result.
11 The Committee of The Teign Film Maker's Club will rule on all matters concerning the
competition.

stars Joseph Cotten, Orson ambulance arrived. They are in front of the building and
Martins points out the Porter who told him that Lime died
Welles, Alida Valli and Trevor Howard with Bernard Lee,
instantly. Martins later learns from Anna that the truck
Wilfred Hyde White and others of talent.
was driven by Lime’s own driver! Martins finds it
The Screenplay was by Orson Welles, Carol Reed and suspicious that everyone that Lime knew was at the
Graham Greene. The story by Graham Greene and scene! Also, the Porter added that Lime’s neck was broken
Alexander Korda. A film noir directed by Carol Reed. so he could not have told Kurtz to look after Martins!
Released 31��. August 1949. Frankly, you could never have
so much talent in such a production! This film is one of the
greatest British films ever made. It is a true work of film
art particularly in the lighting which is in parts absolutely
outstanding. In monochrome, black and white to the
uninitiated, that completely gives itself to the film. In
colour it could not have been anywhere near as brilliant.
It is also labelled as one of the greatest films of all
time, celebrated for the acting, musical score and
incredibly brilliant atmospheric cinéphotography.
At the time the virtually unknown Viennese musician
Anton Karas, wrote and performed the musical score with
just his instrument the Zither. It propelled him from being
an almost unknown to international stardom overnight!
His “Third Man Theme” topped the international music
Eventually Martins tells Major Calloway that he
charts in 1950. I well remember myself going to some five
record shops to buy the record. The queues of purchasers, believes Lime was murdered because of Lime’s activities.
all clamouring at each shop where the stocks kept running Calloway isn’t bothered and seemingly no one else is
either. Martins gets Calloway and Sergeant Paine
out!
(Bernard Lee) to attend a re-enactment of the events.
They remain unconvinced. BUT SUDDENLY a light shines
An out of work American pulp novelist, Holly Martins out from a window and illuminates a dark figure in a dark
(Joseph Cotten), arrives in post war Vienna that has been doorway plus a Cat. He receives a shocking surprise when
divided into sectors, British, French, American and he discovers who the Third man is. (The Cat is a lovely
Russian, the victorious Allies. A shortage of supplies has touch)!
led to a flourishing “black market”. Martins arrives in
This particular scene with the lighting remains an
Vienna at the invitation of ex school friend Harry Lime absolute classic! Then the chase through the sewers unto
(Orson Welles), who has offered him a job only to discover a final death, commences.
that Lime has recently died in a peculiar traffic accident,
hit by a truck outside his apartment building. In talking to
Lime’s associates, Martins quickly notices that there are
some inconsistencies. He sets out to determine exactly
what happened to Harry Lime. This leads him to discover
incredible dark secrets about Lime’s life and death.
Martins goes to Lime’s funeral where he meets Anna
Schmidt finding that she was Lime’s lover.
Major Calloway (Trevor Howard), commanding the
investigation, who offers Anna a ticket to return home.
Anna is Czechoslovakian and was with Lime using false
papers.
Martins eventually finds
that his friend Harry Lime
was the boss of a gang
robbing Penicillin from the
military
hospital,
adulterating it to resell it. It
The story line and the film are much greater and more
has caused the deaths and
anomalies in many sick complex than what I’ve written here. To write it up
children. He continues his completely would require this entire edition of SOCO
NEWS – and more probably. However, for anyone,
investigation.
experienced or not, particularly Film Students et al. and if
Later Martins receives a
you’re into Lighting this is an object lesson.
phone call in his hotel from a
See this film and learn the classic art of film making. It
man calling himself Baron Kurtz. Kurtz tells Martins that
Lime asked him to look after his friend. He explained that is available on DVD.
Lime was killed by the truck whilst crossing the street
outside his apartment building and died before the

Lee Prescott

I have had some interesting correspondence since my
last Noticeboard. One in particular I would like to share
with you is from Dave Jones, Chairman of the Isle of Wight
Video Camera Club.
I think this letter says a lot about the state of our
internal club competitions today and how they are run,
but it also offers a very interesting proposal.
I urge you all to read his story below, and consider
taking up this ideal solution to an age-old problem.
If you like the idea and want more information then
please contact the IWVC Hon. Sec. Karen Hull,
karenthatsme@outlook.com
We look forward to receiving your thoughts on this
thorny subject.
Susie
Club Liaison Officer
Dear Susie,
It has long since been discussed amongst the
ranks of the Isle of Wight Video Camera Club
(IWVCC) whether or not we are using the right
methodology when judging our films. It sounds
simple enough, doesn’t it? However, it isn’t.
One cannot say to members, go out and make a
competition film to be judged, then, expect to be
able to judge them fairly. You would have to deal
with flowers, steam engines, chewing gum and
string; they bear no comparison.
Therefore, we have to name the category, so
somebody said: “It must be a documentary.” … and
the same thing happened … flowers and steam
engines. It is felt that such judgements should be left
to the experts, and is the reason that SOCO has
become a source of trust and fairness … a
benchmark, if you will.
When judging club material internally, we, as a
club, have recognised the risks. We end up with not
so much a judgement, as an opinion. There is
nothing as varied as humanity. We come in all
shapes and sizes with a range of skin tones and have
a variety of mental activities so vast that it beggars
belief.
We just knew that it was not possible to find a
level playing field. We tried a points system, judging:
colour, framing, sound, commentary (if any),
background music, storyline, theme … and ended up
with … polite opinions.
Then, one day, we held a documentary
competition with a cash prize, and had our films
judged by a professional documentary film maker.
Please bear with me for a moment. These were
the advantages:
a) Zero risk of creating a stigma within our ranks.
b) A single judge has but a single mind, no
arguments.
c) His comments were informative, candid,
packed a punch and utterly void of bias.
d) He wasn’t trying to be kind … he didn’t have to
be.

e) He found
our films
sadly lacking in
some areas,
whilst he
praised some
aspects in other
areas.
The competitors walked away knowing where
they had gone wrong and, better still, knew what to
do about it. In other words, they had accepted the
word of the judge without question, just like SOCO
provides. This sits well with our members!
Taking stock of our situation, we found that the
problem was with being British. When judging films,
our judgements were inhibited by etiquette and
what we thought was ‘judging’ was tainted with
politeness, as he (the competitor) was a friend whom
we didn’t wish to upset in the least. A clear case of
tainted judgement. One cannot judge properly
without total candour, which is synonymous with
bluntness, truth and honesty.
Each of us recognises that to produce a film
means graft. They don’t just happen. Most editors
work a whole hour to produce one minute’s screentime. A fifteen hour slog deserves some credibility.
So do you now say to its editor: “That scene was too
long, the pace was wrong,” etc.,
“… but, wait a moment,” thinks the editor of the
film, “Who is this guy? He’s not so hot himself.”
O-o-o-ops! Is he now going to say it aloud?
It is not easy to find experts, let alone those
who are willing to judge your entries. However,
there may be a way around this dilemma. What if
we Twin our Clubs for the purpose of exchanging our
films for unbiased, candid judgements? The whole
club could take part to get a general consensus of
opinion, which is precisely what one needs.
Comments could then be added with the purpose of
providing advice … anonymity would ensure
unbiased judgement.
Susie, do you consider it feasible to ask if any
SOCO club would care to volunteer their
members’ services for the purpose of judging our
films, whilst allowing us to judge their films in
return?
To form a close partnership with another film
making club would not only be most welcome, but
would doubtless prove beneficial to all concerned.
What do you think of ’Twinning Clubs’ for this
purpose?
How do other clubs fair with judging their
members’ work? We like the idea of non-member,
independent judgements.
Yours most sincerely,
David Jones,
IWVCC

WWW.

For those of you who didn't get the chance to see and
visit 'The Shrouds Of The Somme' display in Exeter last
month, commemorating 'The Battle Of The Somme'
during The First World War.'
I urge you all to watch this astonishing and very
moving film.

Think what it cost to construct?
Think how many hours it took to build?
Think how the “pilot” must have felt on take-off?
Think the relief on a successful landing?
An amazing model.

http://www.flixxy.com/huge-remote-controlledairbus-a380.htm?utm_source=nl

https://youtu.be/mZbL_K35nYE
Yvette Davies - Exeter Films
www.exeterfilms.com

Hi all.
If you haven’t already seen this wonderful Honda
commercial, you should!
And, a second or third viewing is even better!
“power of dreams” says it all!

The

Evian and the babies.
https://www.youtube.com/embed/OWG3rtGoIlI
"The Scarecrow” – clever and interesting
https://www.youtubenocookie.com/embed/Dxy4n0UT82o?rel=0
Noel Leeder.

It’s probably a long time ago that you gave your
email address to head office and some of the email
addresses are no longer current.
This makes it a little difficult for the committee to
keep in touch and to forward out information about
competitions etc.

https://vimeo.com/131811521

If you have received this email direct from the
editor then we have your current email address.

[Ed: This is amazing]

If you have received it from a third party, such as
a club secretary or friend, could you please let us
have you current email address.
Please send any email address amendments to:
pipcritten@googlemail.com
Many thanks for your help.

Lee Prescott

Use this, your magazine, to tell the world
your views and to promote your club.
Send you articles to
pipcritten@googlemail.com
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